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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

THE UNITED STATES PLAYING
CARD COMPANY,

Opposer, Serial No. 78/253725
: Opposition No. 91162078
V.

IO OO
HARBRO, LLC,

01-20-2006

U'S Patent & TMOfC/TM Mall Rcpt Dt. #11

Applicant

OPPOSER THE UNITED STATES PLAYING
CARD COMPANY'S NOTICE OF RELIANCE
SUBMITTED IN REBUTTAL

As required by 32 C.F.R. §2.122 and the Trademark Trial and Appeal
Board Manual of Procedure (TBMP) Section 704.02, this Notice of Reliance
serves to notify the opposing party, Harbro, LLC, that The United States Playing
Card Company intends to rely in support of its case the materials hereunder and
attached hereto (attachments sent via First Class Mail) in support of its case, all

of which are available to the general public:

PC-01943
through
PC-01956

Bon Appétit “Sept.. 2005

PC-01945 | ... Vegas: The Second Wave

PC-01949 | As for Vegas, well, it isn't really
a great restaurant city ...

PC-01950 | MGM Grand is the ultimate
Vegas destination for savvy
travelers ...




C-01951

More of what o come
Vegas for.

PC-01953

Taste of Vegas

Only Vegas™

Only in Vegas can you
experience ...

Picture of a chef wearing an
"Only Vegas" coat and flipping
playing cards.

PC-01954

Only Vegas.

Only Vegas™

What's Your Vegas Alibi?

Picture of Emeril Lagasse
wearing " Only Vegas" coat

Picture of Daniel Voulud
wearing " Only Vegas" coat and
fanning playing cards

Picture of Tom Moloney
wearing " Only Vegas" coat

Picture of Guy Savoy wearing
"Only Vegas" coat and fanning
playing cards.

Picture of J6el Robuchon
wearing " Only Vegas" coat and
flipping playing cards.

Picture of Rock Moonen
wearing " Only Vegas" coat

"Taste of Vegas" with a chef's
hat design to the right of each
chef's name.

PC-01955

Only Vegas™




Rick Moonen: ...Things | Love
Most About Vegas... Best Vegas
Memory:

Guy Savoy: ...Things | Love
Most About Vegas ... Best
Vegas Memory: ... Favorite
Vegas Gaming Pastime:

Daniel Boulud: ...Thing 1 Love
Most About Vegas: Being In
Vegas Today. ... Best Vegas
Memory: In 1981, | Took First
Trip To Vegas In An RV - That Is
When | Discovered Vegas.

Joel Bobuchon: ...Thing | Love
Most About Vegas ... Favorite
Vegas Gaming Pastime:

Tom Moloney: ...Thing | Love
Most About Vegas ... Biggest

Career Gamble: Moving From
Florida To Vegas ... Favorite

Vegas Gaming Pastime:

Emeril Lagasse: ...Thing | Love
Most About Vegas ... Best
Vegas Memory: What Happens
In Vegas, Stays In Vegas.

PC-01956 | Vegas The Second Wave ...
The Wall Street Oct. 22, 2005 | PC-01957
Journal through

PC-01959

PC-01959 | It's Our Vegas Sweepstakes!

travelocity.com/vegas

It's Our Vegas Sweepstakes!

Only Vegas™




National Geographic | Oct. 2001 PC-01960
Traveler through
PC-01962
PC-01962 | ... In Vegas our buildings are
proud ...
... before Walt opened the gates
in Anaheim, he visited Vegas, ...
... real estate is the tabula rasa
on which Vegas immigrants ...
... Butin Vegas one never
forgets the desert. ...
...... | doubt our Vegas Popsicle
will melt anytime soon. ...
Gale Group, Inc. March 3, PC-01963 | ... In London and Manchester,
ASAP/Advanstar 2003 through England, taxicabs were adorned
Communications, Inc. PC-01965 | with Vegas symbols, including
Travel Agent images of playing cards and
(available on dice.
LEXIS/NEXIS)
New York Times Jan. 30, 2004 | PC-02603 | ...CASINO CARDS--Deal from a
(available on through deck of used playing cards from
Westlaw) PC-02604 | Las Vegas casinos that
frequently replace their cards
$1.25 to $1.75 a deck, all with
casino logos. (866) 663-1445
www.homecasinogames.com ...
New York Times March 5, PC-02605 | ...Michael Godard Fine Arts, a
(available on 2005 through Las Vegas company that sells
Westlaw) PC-02606 | whimsical paintings and
reproductions, featuring martini
glasses, poker chips, playing
cards...
New York Times Feb. 26, 2004 | PC-02607 | ...anyone who has ever played
(available on through in Las Vegas or even a game of
Westlaw) PC-02608 | Go Fish has almost certainly

played with the company's
cards...




Fort Worth Star Oct. 3, 2004 PC-02609 | Siot machines, playing cards

Telegram (available through and even the famed Las Vegas

on Westlaw) PC-02610 | skyline won't be on Nevada's
quarter, much to the
disappointment of state officials.

The Kansas City Star | Nov. 28, 2000 | PC-02611

(available on through

LEXIS/NEXIS) PC-02613

PC-02612 | ...The largest of the also-ran
card makers is Las Vegas-based
Paul-Son Gaming Corp...

PC-02613 | ...Casinos cannot simply throw
used cards away. State
regulators typically require
permanent destruction or
defacing of each card to ensure
that none pops out of the sleeve
of a card cheat one day...

PC-02613 | ...As aresult, card recycling is a
Las Vegas cottage industry.
Baranowski said recyclers
competed with one another for
boxes of used cards that have
been drilled through by the
casinos or have had their
corners clipped...

PC-02613 | ...These entrepreneurs then
hand-sort the cards back into
complete decks for secondary
sales as Las Vegas souvenirs...

Las Vegas Mini March, 2000 | PC-02614
Rough Guide by Greg through
Ward PC-02626

PC-02619 | ...His greatest coup was to
establish the Horseshoe as the
permanent home of the World
Series of Poker...

PC-02620 | Blackjack is the most popular

table game in Las Vegas...




PC-02622

Poker is unique among Las
Vegas card games in that
gamblers play against each
other...

...Several [casinos] have begun
to stage poker tournaments
along the lines of the wildly
successful, World Series of
Poker held in April each year at
Binion's Horseshoe downtown...

PC-02624 | Gamblers General Store...they

through have...packs of cards from all

PC-02625 | the casinos for .99¢

PC-02626 | Top twelve Las Vegas
movies...Honeymoon in Vegas
(1993)...

Frommers® l.as 2006 PC-02627
Vegas 2006 through

PC-02641

PC-02629 | Diagram of Blackjack table

PC-02630 | Display of cards in Poker Hands

PC-02632 | A Look Back at Vegas: No
Tomorrow
Best of Vegas After Dark

PC-02633 | Vegas on the Upswing
Penn & Teller's Top 10 Things
One Should Never Do In A
Vegas Magic Show
Recording Vegas

PC-02635 | ...gambling is what Vegas is

about. ..

Almost everyone plays in
Vegas...




PC-02637

Blackjack

PC-02639

POKER

...In Las Vegas, poker is just
about the biggest thing going

...Just about every casino now
has a poker room, and it's just a
matter of time before the others
catch up...

Card sharks are not a rare
species in Vegas...

PAI GOW POKER

CARIBBEAN STUD POKER

PC-02640

3 CARD POKER

...at least one table in major
Vegas casinos...

PC-02641

5 Souvenirs

...Bonanza Gift and Souvenir
Shop, 2460 Las Vegas Bivd.
S... It's the self-proclaimed
"World's Largest Gift Shop"...all
kinds of playing cards both new
and used (casinos have to
change decks frequently, so this
where used packs go)...

...the best place in Vegas for
your comic-book needs.

TBMP §704.02 requires in some instances a statement on the relevance

of the materials listed to the case. The materials above are relevant to

demonstrate that the term "VEGAS" is used primarily to refer to the city of Las

Vegas, Nevada, a well-known geographical location. This evidence rebuts




Applicant's argument that it should be allowed to register the term "VEGAS"
because the registrations of other geographic locations, in Applicant's opinion,
demonstrate that the term is not primarily geographic. These articles are also
relevant to illustrate a connection between playing cards and the city of Las
Vegas, NV. This evidence rebuts Applicant's argument that there is no
connection between playing cards and the city of Las Vegas, NV. Applicant
introduced evidence to try to show playing cards are not associated with Las

Vegas because playing cards may be manufactured and purchased in other

Respectfully %it’:ed,

geographic locations.

LyAdA E. Roesch
DIN&SMORE & SHOHL LLP
1900 Chemed Center

255 East Fifth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202
(513) 977-8139
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The United States Playing Card Company
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I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing and the attachment was
delivered via First Class Mail, on this 12th day of January, 2006 to Timothy
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Ancho-and-Coffee-Rubbed Beef
with Wild Mushroom Sauce
from Mesa Grill in Las Vegas
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America’s Top 5

Restaurant Cities

They're at the top of their game—and
each satisfies diners in its own distinctive
way. Here’s where to go when you visit,
and here’s what to cook from those
menus at home.

A New Yorker’s New York

At its core, Big Apple dining is all about the
great neighborhood spot, from a funky Village
bistro to a Thai joint in Queens. Check out our
picks, then make the best recipes in town.

By Tanya Wenman Steel_

Chicago: Their Kind of Town
Forget meat and potatoes. Some of the
country’s most innovative chefs are
reinventing the restaurant scene here.
Taste the revolution.

By Raphael Kadushin

- San Francisco: Foodie Central

This food-obsessed town finally has its
one-stop culinary temple: The Ferry Building
Marketplace. It's part farmers’ market, part
restaurant wonderland, and entirely delicious.
By Laurie Glenn Buckle »
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The New New Orleans

Away from the French Quarter and its
po’'boys and jambalaya, a new generation
of chefs are cooking up fresh takes on
good old Cajun and Creole.

By Andrew Knowiton

Vegas: The Second Wave

A decade after the first restaurant boom,
this one’s even bigger and better—the
world's top chefs are opening restaurants
and serving these winning dishes.

By Heather John

Kitchen & Home

58

Table & Home®

It’s a Steal

Ever coveted a restaurant’s stunning sait
and pepper shakers? Ncw you can take
them home—legally—with this buying guide
to tabieware from some of the country's
hottest spots.

By Laurie Glenn Buckle

AE 50 NUMBER 9

PC-01945



Contents September 2005

Recchiuti in San Francisco

Departments

16
18

34
37

44

65

74

Contributors

Restaurant Directory
An indispensable pullout guide
to the places in this issue.

Letter From the Editor

Starters®

The new restaurant tee; Philippe
Starck’s dark side; and more.

By Hugh Garvey

R.S.V.P.®

Readers’ favorite restaurant recipes.
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173
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Restaurant in America?
Special correspondent Alan
Richman makes a case for

Vetri in Philadelphia.
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one glass at a time.

By Andrew Knowiton
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Letter Fromthe Editor

That's the first question we knew you would ask. Why the endur-
ing attraction of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, New Orleans?
And why—seemingly all of a sudden—is Las Vegas on the list? And why
not Los Angeles, where Bon Appétit editorial is based?

Whew. A lot of questions, indeed.

However, as you may have guessed, we are quite well prepared to
answer them (and the staff became quite well fed along the way).
With regard to the first four cities, so much has been written about
the restaurants there that it was very
important to us to make the point about what aspect of
these locales is special right now. These four don’t only
endure; they cortinually morph (deliciously), reinvent them-
selves, and satisfy unconditionally. You'll learn more about
how in the section beginning on page 113.

As for Vegas, well, it isn't really a great restaurant city
“seemingly all of a sudden.” In fact, what we’re seeing there is
actually the second wave of the celebrity chef invasion that
began in the early '90s and continued to gain momentum.

(Not to toot our own hom, but...Bon Appétit named Las Vegas
“Destination of the Year” in our January 2000 issue. We have
been reporting on the scene for a long time.)

Then, the LA. question. You're right. It is a little weird
that our home base doesn’t have as high a profile as it did
in the late '70s and '80s, when it helped lead the revolution in
California-influenced cooking and cuisine. L.A. is in a mellow
zone right now, with a lot of steak and Italian food, and small-
plates-type places—clubby restaurants and trattorias that
comfort and make for a very enjoyable evening out. Where
L.A. does still lead the way is sushi—we excel in it, really—and in the article that begins on
page 65 you'll find out about some of the best places to try it.

Boston and Philadelphia also get their due in articles in the front of the magazine.
Actually, there are 23 cities covered in this issue other than the Top 5. So we're not stuck
on the Top 5. Dwelling maybe, but not stuck.

Remember, too, that even if you don’t agree with our choices, dozens of chefs have
provided dozens of recipes here for you to try at home. They make for fun mixing and
matching for a dinner-party menu. After the reading, the proof really is in the eating. Sit-
ting down to, for irstance, a big bowl of Drunken Noodles from Sripraphai in New York,
or beer-battered mahi-mahi tacos from Mijita in San Francisco, or a plate of sensational
rabbit étouffée with cheese grits from Jacques-Imo’s in New Orleans, is a great way to
start the debate among friends. Between bites, you can discuss it.

Besides, it’s not polite to talk with your mouth full.

Barbara Fairchild epiror-in-chier

34 SEPTEMBER 2005 | BON APPETIT

“Why these five?”

PC-01949

WYATT COUNTS



AN AV

Do, st

With its ultra-deiuxe accommodations. lavish spa
faciites and top-tier entertainment, MGM Grand
is the ultimate Vegas destination for savvy
traveders who want to be thrilled on ail levels.
But ~or discriminating gourmands. it's the food
that takes center stage. W th an ali-star lineup
of world-class chefs &t the helm of some of the
mast creative dining spots on the Strip. diners
arz azait a winning hand of culinary options.
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The newest attraction is Shibuya. Chef Eiji Takase's inventive interoretation of "traditional modern”™ cuisine brings
forth s.imptuous creations like kobe beef tataki with shichimi onions and miso wild saimon in lotus rcct and ginger sauce.
Saka sommelier Eric Swanson serves as an expert guide through an astonishing selection ¢f sakes that can be paired
with a nigntly chef's tasting manu or enjoyed in innovative sake-infused cocktails.

o At Diego, the bold flavors of traditional Mexican food are updated with

sophisticated dining sensibilities. Riffs on favorite Mexican dishes like wood-
oven roasted chicken with Oaxacan red mole. carne asada, and a salsa cart
- sharc the menu with ¢ selection of cver 75 bottles of teguiia, collected by
’ tequila master Julio Bermego.
Camivores will revel at Craftsteak, James Beard Award-winning chef
L Tom Colicchio’s clevated steakhouse that celebrates the uncommon
pleasures of eating top-notsh ingredients simply prepared under an expert
A%v? ‘v hand. Fiamma Trattoria, the stylish outcost of the critically azclaimed New
W 1 M\ vork restaurant, is an ode to snphisticated italian cuisine.

l"ﬁ “‘ g . ..‘ |[=¥£ Seablue’s dramatic decor of cascading water sets the tons for Michael
X1 ,. \ Il 4 Mina's hyper-fresh. innovative seafoed creations, while Mina's other outpost,
Nobhill. offers a taste of the wonders of Saﬂ Francisco dining. Emeril
Lagasse’s New Orleans Fish House fusas ciassic Creoie dishes with Emenl’s
Y i unmistakable “kicked-up” interpratations. Authentlc haute-Chinase is featured
V’.";L“‘{\\“‘. ’ ! _ at Pearl, where seasonal dishas are paired with a selctisn from a trolley of
. o excellent Chinese teas prepared tabieside. For casual dining that doesn't
- hE . compromise on quality. Wolfgang Puck Bar & Grill serves tne chef's famous
- ' » wood-oven pizzas. pastas and grilled fish.

’ * For Las Vegas food tovers, the restadurants a2t MGM Grand are the best
show in town. For more inisrmation about Las \mgb geiaways for serious
focdies, visit www.mgmgrand.com o cali 877-880-0880.

PC-01950
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Lote enerey. More indulgence. fore excitement. More of what you come to Vegas for. 14 it Vers

mgmgrand.com 1-800-929-1111
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PORNCHA! MITTONGTARE

Of the select few hotels
that boast Five Diamonds,
)
we're the only resort

that can also deal

hearts, clibs and spades.

Bellasio is the tivs and only
resort casine in Las Wewas
to have achioved i lli;’lll‘)'
L'\\\'L‘Ic\l AAA P 1)1":11‘.011&
rating. S, tor those who wirh
to baskh i the workds finest
luntry aceomnied tons, dine
in establishmoenss fike the
Five Diamond Ava

Preasso nd Lo Cirgque, see Q7
by Cirgque du soldil wnd revdd
ar thrilling wames of chanee,

there i but one destinuation.

877.987.7775 or 702889
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

N T I U T T R o k= S S A v e P N
LY YO ARG BIGHT Wi TiH LAS YVEGAS TEAM OF CULINA ENCTHVEN st

P e g tor guod
Sodourerae e et anment, T
ot e e Do i o o0 Celebnty : v )
Coved o e s e Avhr dhofs whio v
g b o cbenetor of tafent "w
All-star Emeril Lagasse tempts the crowds with his sinfully AN ' E '
delicious cooking and an authentic taste of New Orleans; | - : 1;
Michelir-starred chef Guy Savoy offers superb, imaginative L o
Parisian fare; Tom Moloney cooks up the classics, as well as ! , s e ;EQ:‘J’
contemporary creations with California-inspired seafood; : TR .
superstar Dan el Boulud shares his mastery of French cuisine , 2= e N

with a menu of modern brasserie fare; Mexican food gets a
modern makeover from Richard Sandoval; direct from NYC, Rick
Moonen flavors the Strip with his take on the best in seafood;
and rounding out the heavy-hitters is Joél Robuchon, a renowned
genius known for his magical cuisine and pursuit of perfection.

“t The BEST food city on earth.
viva LAS VEGAS! i

Only in Vegas can you experience the culinary
magic of all of these chefs, all in one place. And
only on can you find
the recipes for their signature Las Vegas dishes.

Log on now! PC-01953
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| EMERIU'S NEW ORLEANS FISH HOUSE | ‘ DANIEL BOULUD BRASSERIE
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JOEL ROBUCHON ; " RICK MOONEN
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DANIEL BOULUD

i i ' R N TR

RICK MOONEN

NICKNAME" The Palate i
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Fleur de Lys

MANDALAY BAY

This page: Chef Hubert Keller.
Opposite: The stunning dining room,
with a view of the 12,000-bottle *cellar.”

Sin City is really cooking. A whole new crew
of celebrity chefs is shaking up the restaurant
scene once again—with delicious results.

PC-01956
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Luck be a lady- Hotels such as New York-New York

lure customers with over-the-top themed architecture.
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LAS VEGAS

AS VEGAS IS A POPSICLE,
a frosty man-made treat defy-
ing the blistering Mojave sun.
Sustained by imported water,
artificial refrigeration, and a
tivated taste for sweets, our desert dessert
has no natural ingredients. Las Vegas exists
‘because it’s fun, and because it can.

Our Popsicle’s stick is the Las Vegas Strip—
2 monumental midway spawning pleasure
palaces in a swath nearly seven miles long.
ere, form follows function with a vengeance.
: We want to entice, so we build a sugar-candy

;;astle, or a pyramid iced with a light so bright

hat astronauts spot it from outer space, or a Roman temple
fthat sucks in the suckers on a one-way moving sidewalk like
i Venus flytrap. Of course, skyscrapers in more reputable
ritics serve the same end: to seduce. But there puritanical
Egood taste” binds the vcluptuous message in corsets of
'bstract masonry. In Vegas our buildings are proud hookers

pn spandex and spike heels.

I | love the honesty of the Strip. From the moment you step
'gff your plane our billboards promise—in glowing but indis-
foutable terms—that our casinos will give you nothing for your
fmoney. You will bathe in glitz, gluttony, and lust—and maybe

jeven see a witty magic show (hint). But when
,Ou get back on your plane, you will not be
Lringing home the bacon. You will have been
flaken, and will love us for it.
B Nothing here is real except your money.
Hhere are no muggers in our New York
ewYork, no cholera in the tap water at our
WVenetian. The staff of our Paris is neither stinky
jor rude.
E Sound like Disneyland? Well, sure, but
R cmember that before Walt opened the gates
0 Anaheim, he visited Vegas, already budding
v iith theme hotels and even a theme park—the
B "rontier Hatel’s Last Frontier Village—com-
;?Plete with pony rides and bumper cars. So in
'“ealing from Walt, mavbe we're getting back
‘ alittle of our own.
¥ .After a day of biting the heads off live
[P'geons, performers in a sideshow retire
ehind the carnival banners to cozy mobile

VITAL 3TATS
Location: Clark County,
Nevada Size: 83 square
miles Population: 1.4 mil-
fion in 2000, up from 8,422
in 1940 Number of visitors:
36.2 million in 2000 No-
table: Gambling was legal-
ized in 1931. Eighty-five
percent of visitors gambled
in 2000 and each spent an
average of $665 per visit.

A city of eye candy, with a dash of spice, rising  from the Mojave. By Teller

homes with chintz curtains and satellite TV.
Likewise, after a day of pampering losers, the
200,000-0dd knights, gondoliers, demoiselles,
and Cleopatras of the Vegas midway retreat to
vast manufactured communities of stucco-and-
tile tract homes set in lush landscapes of
irrigated greenery.

As many as 6,000 refugees from the cold and
dark and cramped move to Las Vegas every
month. Here, for the price of a Manhattan
rat hole, they bloom among palm trees and
porte cocheres. Cheap desert real estate is the
tabula rasa on which Vegas immigrants write
their future.

But in Vegas one never forgets the desert. Its bony moun-
tains loom over our oasis. Its sun sears our skin and our corneas.
Its scorpions crawl onto our pillows and remind us that we
are only a glass of water and a kilowatt away from eternity.

Though [ imagine the desert will prevail again someday, I
doubt our Vegas Popsicle will melt any time soon. Boomtowns
become ghost towns only when they are mined out. Fun, fol-

ly, and the longing for a fresh start are a very deep vein of gold.

ig:r

LasVegas-based TELLER is the shorter, quieter half of the duo Penn
& Teller, which has been peforming magic - for more than 25 years.
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HEADLINE: Dealing with problems: Las Vegas airs the challenges it faces and how it plans
to address them; Destination: Las Vegas.

BYLINE: Weiss, Elizabeth

BODY:

The "new normalcy" facing Las Vegas following the events of Sept. 11, 2001, is fraught with
challenges, says Manny Cortez, president and CEO of the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors
Authority (LVCVA). Speaking at the Preview Las Vegas: Know Beyond the Now event hosted
by the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce, Cortez and other tourism officials discussed the
decline in international travel, the potential for war with Iraq and competition from California
and other states.

Of the 48 states with some form of legalized gambling, 17 are within a 250-mile radius of
Las Vegas. Most intimidating is the tremendous growth of indian casinos in California, a
crucial market for L.as Vegas travel, in the Los Angeles area alone, there are nine indian
gaming properties poised to generate nearly 46 million gaming visits by 2005. Northern
California has 18 properties, tagged to bring in 12 million gaming visits in the same time
frame. The Las Vegas Review Journal recently reported the number of trips per year made
by Southern California residents in 2002 dipped to 2.1, down from three the previous year.
Calif. Gov. Gray Davis is poised to renegotiate tribal compacts this month, which could lead
to significantly more leeway in the number of slots in Indian casinos, which would place
further pressure on Las Vegas.

DISTINCT PERSONALITY

Identifying and promoting Las Vegas as a brand will be foremost on the LVCVA's agenda in
2003. With the launch of its Vegas Stories advertising campaign in January, the authority
sought to create a personality for Las Vegas that is exciting, sexy, safely dangerous,
playfully mischievous, evocatively sensual and confidently defiant. Some other buzz words--
live your unexpressed life--lie at the heart of the tag line to the leave-you-guessing television
commercials: "What happens here, stays here."” Rob Powers, spokesperson for the LVCVA,
says that travel agents are speaking of increased bookings to Las Vegas. Whether that is a
result of the advertisement is too soon to tell, Powers says.

This newly defined branding will be used to lure international travelers back to Las Vegas.
Vigitation from this much sought-after market has been on the decline since its peak at 19 -~
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percent of total visitors in 1997. Preliminary numbers for last year show that overseas
travelers made up only 8 percent of the total visitation. Cortez noted that "the future [of Las
Vegas] is in the international marketplace," a fact that has spurred a variety of targeted
advertising efforts around the globe. In London and Manchester, England, taxicabs were
adorned with Vegas symbols, including images of playing cards and dice. The Queen Mother
herself got in on the fun in a British ad for Las Vegas showing her shooting craps. Indicators
from international air service-much of which has rebounded since Sept. 11, 2001--look good.
with nonstop flights having resumed from Tokyo last March, new service on Singapore Air as
of last August, and two flights a week from London, 16 from Canada and 24 from Mexico.
Seasonal service is also available from Frankfurt.

Customer satisfaction issues are also going to be addressed in the coming months, including
the widening of I-15, the main route of travel between Los Angeles and Las .Vegas, dubbed
“the longest parking lot in the world" by frustrated commuters. Some $ 500 million has been
spent since 1990, and dollars continue to be pumped into the project to make Southern
Californians and others more apt to travel this crucial artery. In addition, McCarran
international Airport is under continued development in order to better accommodate
international and domestic flights. Once travelers have made it to town, the monorail project-
-designed to stretch from the Sahara to Bally's--ought to make it considerably easier to get
around. The monorail is in the test stages and is scheduled to open for public use in 2004.

Also at the Preview Las Vegas event, R. Keith Schwer, director of the University of Las
Vegas' Center for Business and Economic Research, spoke of the continued growth of the
city's lodging sector, noting that the "build it and they will come" mentality still holds true.
The number of rooms in Las Vegas has grown sharply in the past five years, and by 2004,
Schwer noted, the room inventory in Las Vegas will have grown by an additional 1.9
percent, to 130,000.

Gaming, still the cornerstone of Las Vegas' allure, says Schwer, has also shown modest
growth, rising up from the 0.46 percent decline in 2001. Gaming revenue is expected to
increase by 2.3 percent in 2003 and another 2.9 percent in 2004. Visitor volume, too, should
see a slight boost. Recent reports from the LVCVA indicate that visitor volume in 2002 saw a
slight increase (0.2 percent) over 2001 numbers, but is still far below 2000's totals.
According to Schwer, the number of visitors to the city should rise 1.8 percent in 2003 and
another 2.1 percent in 2004. These are modest numbers, but encouraging given the current
economic climate.

Cortez agrees that lLas Vegas shows a great deal of promise in 2003 and beyond, not the
least of which is a flexible marketing strategy that allows for swift modifications according to
the whims of the marketplace.
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Section: F
Shopping List Poker Night
WENDY KNIGHT
Shopping List column on new items for playing poker at home; photos (M)

THIS winter, whkile the snow is falling and the temperatures are plummeting, hunker
down with friends for a Saturday night of poker. With the right accouterments,
like a Montecristo in one hand and a glass of whiskey in the other, you can
pretend you're among the new breed of young card sharks racking up big wins in Las
Vegas. WENDY KNIGHT

Photos: TABLE SETTING -- The cherry octagon table by Trinity Tables features a
padded playing area of wool-nylon billiard fabric, lined chip trays and drink
holders. It accommodates eight side chairs or four armchairs. The table, 55 inches
wide and 30 inches high, comes with a top for use as a dining table. $1,495. (888)
833-5480. www.trinitytables.com; ALL SET -- The Michael Graves Game is a
cherry-finish octagon holder with slots for its 240 poker chips and 2 decks of
cards. A polished steel handle makes it easy to carry the roughly 9-pound set to
your next venue. $39.99. (800) 440-0680 www.target.com; CASINO CARDS -- Deal from
a deck of used playing cards from Las Vegas casinos that frequently replace their
cards $1.25 to $..75 a deck, all with casino logcs. (866) 663-1445 www.homecasino
games.com; MIX 'EM UP -- Keep the game honest with a card shuffler -- it
eliminates deck-fixing and sore wrists. A one-to-two deck shuffler is $10.95.
{866) 663-1445 www.homecasino games.com
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Section: B
Go-Go Dancer at Art Expo Raises Ruckus, and Eyebrows
RANDY KENNEDY

ArtExpo New York organizers complain that Michael Godard Fine Arts company's
booth, fearuring scantily-clad go-go dancer dancing in a cage, is distracting to
other art dealers, igniting minor dispute between Godard and Expo; Godard
complains of censorship; organizers say his art is fine but his entertainment is
nuisance; photo (M)

The questicn has probably not been asked very many times in the art world: Are a
go—go dancer in a cage and two costumed dwarves -- one dressed as an olive and the
other as a grape -- really art?

Or are they simply shameless, and annoying, promotional props that should be
booted from the Javits Convention Center, where over the last two days they have
become a noticeable feature of Artexpo New York 2005, a vast gathering of artists,
dealers and collectors.

The dancer and the dwarves were hired by Michael Godard Fine Arts, a Las Vegas
company that sells whimsical paintings and reproductions, featuring martini
glasses, poker chips, playing cards and other subjects from the high life. Mr.
Godard claims in his promotional materials to be "the No. 1 selling artist in the
world."

But on Thursday, the operators of Artexpo complained, telling the employees at the
Godard booth that the go-go dancer, wearing shorts and a midriff-baring shirt and
gyrating in a cage, was distracting to other art dealers, as were the costumed
dwarves and music blaring from the booth.

David Smith, president of the Godard company, complained back bitterly, saying
that he had paid $52,000 for a large booth space and accusing the expo of trying
to censor Mr. Godard's art.

"I said, 'Where is the censorship going to stop?'" Mr. Smith said yesterday. "Are
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you going tc say that we can't have nude portraits in here anymore? This is crazy."

The convention's managers, according to Mr. Smith, threatened to eject the dancer
and a kind of standoff ensued. It continued yesterday.

Mr. Smith bought a black shower curtain, wrote "Censored by Artexpo" across it and
draped it around the dancer's cage. After the convention manager complained again,
Mr. Smith shcrtened the message to simply "Censored." At one point he asked Lhe
dancer to sit in the cage reading the Bible. He also said that the dancer had put
on a few more clothes, though a spokesman for the convention, Sean-Patrick
Hillman, disputed that yesterday.

"I haven't seen any evidence of more clothes," he said. N
Mr. Hillman insisted that no one had any intention of censoring Mr. Godard's art
at the convention, where more than 1,000 dealers have gathered. "He was playing
obnoxiously loud music," Mr. Hillman said. "He was asked nicely three times to
turn down his music. He was asked nicely to have what looked like a stripper -- a
go-go dancer, I guess -- she was asked to put on a little more clothing."

He added: "It's not his artwork that's being censored. It's his entertainment
that's being questioned. It basically creates a difficult environment for the
people around him." (Mr. Godard himself was absent for much of this dispute,
spending time with his friend Vince Neil, the lead singer for Motley Crue, Mr.
Smith said.)

Mr. Hillman said that Mr. Godard would probably not be kicked out of the
convention if he kept up the go-go show but that he might "lose his position in
future shows if this is the kind of behavior that he uses to promote himself."

Mr. Smith said he did not plan to give in. "Art's a pretty stuffy world, " he said.
"But this is crazy."

Photo: Michael Godard at a go-go dancer's cage at Artexpo New York 2005. The cage
was covered with a black shower curtain after complaints. (Photo by Heidi Schumann
for The New York Times)
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A Deal That Involves Playing With Far More Than a Full Deck
ANDREW ROSS SORKIN

United States Playing Card Co, maker of playing card brands like Bicyle and Hoyle,
is being sold to Jarden Corp for $232 million; photo (M)

If there was any question that deal making is in the cards, here is an acquisition
that is just that.

The maker of playing card brands like Bicycle and Hoyle is being sold to the
Jarden Corporation, a conglomerate of niche businesses, for $232 million. The
business, the United States Playing Card Company, is the largest playing card
company in the world, making cards also under the brands of Bee and Aviator.

Anyone who has ever played in Las Vegas or even a game of Go Fish has almost
certainly played with the company's cards. The company was also one of the main
sellers of reprocuctions of the Defense Department's "most wanted" cards of 55
leaders of the Iraqgi regime.

The deal, which will be announced today, is the latest in a string of acquisitions
by Jarden, a publicly traded company worth nearly $1 billion. Jarden, based in
Rye, N.Y., makes toothpicks, kitchen matches, plastic cutlery and Ball home
canning jars, among other products.

Martin E. Franklin, the chief executive of Jarden, said the strategy holding his
far-flung empire of all things mundane together was his interest in buying
companies that have high cash flow and dominate their market.

"Cash is king for us," he said, adding that the United States Playing Card Company
is "the quintessential dominate player in a niche market."” Mr. Franklin said that
the playing card company, which has $130 million in annual revenue, and was
founded in 1876, has been on his radar for more than a year and was once owned by
his father, Roland Franklin.

© 2006 Thomson/West. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works.
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His father was a longtime partner of Sir James Goldsmith, the flamboyant
British-French financier known for acquiring and breaking up companies, who died
in 1997.

Martin Franklin said he was hoping to take advantage of the renewed interest in
poker driven in part by television shows like Bravo's "Celebrity Poker Showdown"
and expand the business in Europe and Asia.
He also hopes to bolster the company's growth by expanding its licensing program
and other games business; the company already makes Nascar branded cards and
others.
Photo: Cheryl Green inspected cards at the United States Playing Card Company in
Norwood, Ohio, near Cincinnati. The company makes Bee, Aviator, Bicycle and Hoyle
brands, plus the 55-card set of Iragi leaders. (Photo by Mark Lyons for The New
York Times)
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No gambling images on coins

Slot machines, playing cards and even the famed Las Vegas skyline won't be on
Nevada's quarter, much to the disappointment of state officials. State

Slot machines, playing cards and even the famed Las Vegas skyline won't be on
Nevada's quarter, much to the disappointment of state officials.

State Treasurer Brian Krolicki said Friday that federal officials prohibited the
use of gambling images on the five themes his office submitted to the U.S. Mint
for the quarter that goes into circulation in January 2006.

The Las Vegas skyline was ruled out because it would show commercial gaming
businesses.

Krolicki sa-d the concern was that some people strongly oppose gambling and might
be offended by a Nevada gambling design.

More than 500 proposals for the Nevada quarter were submitted to Krolicki, who
chairs the state quarter panel. The panel whittled that down to wild horse, miner,
bristlecone pine, snowcapped mountain and bighorn sheep themes.
U.S. Mint engravers will produce coin designs by the end of January.
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Playing card company battles for market share Casinos keep Blue Springs competitor busy in
fierce fight for contracts Kansas City Star (Kansas & Missouri) November 28, 2000, Tuesday
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HEADLINE: Playing card company battles for market share Casinos keep Blue Springs
competitor busy in fierce fight for contracts

BYLINE: RICK ALM; The Kansas City Star

BODY:

Like an army struggling for battlefield terrain inch by inch,
Blue Springs-based Gemaco Playing Card Co. is in a price war,
fighting for market share, casino by casino.

"The competition is definitely fierce," Gemaco General Manager

Tom Baranowski said of bigger, older and better-known U.S. Playing
Card Co. The 133-year-old Cincinnati company makes such recognizable
brands as Bicycle, Aviator and Bee.

The two privately held competitors have pretty much locked up the
U.S. casino market.

Gemaco runs round-the-clock shifts to keep up with orders for its
estimated 35 percent market share. Baranowski said U.S. Playing Card
controlled almost all of the rest and was still growing.

In the past year, U.S. Playing Card has outbid Gemaco in its own
back yard, capturing longtime Gemaco clients Station Casino Kansas
City, Argosy Riverside Casino and the Isle of Capri, formerly the
Flamingo Hilton Casino.

But Gemaco isn't standing still. The company has staged raids

into Las Vegas, where U.S. Playing Card traditionally dominates, PC-02611
recently winning contracts for the new Aladdin Casino, Baranowski

said.

The company also is actively working emerging California tribal
casinos and lucrative Asian markets and is expanding with new
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products, including table game "layouts," the printed felt playing
surfaces for such games as blackjack and craps.

Casinos typically bid for card suppliers every two years or more,
Baranowski said. With industry consolidation shrinking the number of
casino companies these days, "it's getting tougher," he said.

“The pressure to reduce prices puts pressure on everybody," he
said. "That's where the war comes in."

Casinos' purchasing decisions are based largely on price, said
John V. Finamore, Midwest president for Station Casinos Inc.

When Gemaco earlier this year lost Station's four-year national
contract to U.S. Playing Card, Finamore said, the price differential
was "pennies per deck."

But Station's Missouri and Nevada casinos consume more than
800,000 decks a year.

"That adds up to a lot of money," Finamore said.

"I felt bad," Finamore said of Gemaco's loss. "They make
quality cards. The company has a good track record and they're local,
of course.

“But it's like any business - the big guy has to do whatever he
needs to do."”

The big guy - U.S. Playing Card - is doing just that. And if this
is a price war, U.S. is bigger and can hold its breath longer.

U.S. Playing Card executives did not respond to several interview
requests.

The largest of the also-ran card makers is Las Vegas-based
Paul-Son Gaming Corp., whose main business is casino seating and
furniture, with most of its manufacturing based in San Luis, Mexico.

From the outside, Gemaco's Blue Springs plant looks deceptively
small.

Inside the cavernous basement, 175 employees work three shifts,
generating $14 million in annual sales on production of 12 million
decks.

Cincinnati newspapers have estimated that U.S. Playing Card's
500-plus work force churns out around 100 million decks a year, with
annual sales estimated at $120 million.
PC-02612
Both companies also manufacture specialty and collectors decks
and promotional items such as pocket calendar cards.

Gemaco's sideline products represent about 30 percent of annual
sales, Baranowski said. Casino cards are its bread and butter.
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Last year Gemaco introduced its "Alpha" series playing card

made from custom German paper stock, which company officials say
extends card life and won't jam as easily in automatic shuffling
machines.

In addition to its new, Iowa-based table layout production line,
Gemaco also has expanded into hardware. The company already sells a
card shredding machine and soon will introduce its novel card sorter.

Casinos cannot simply throw used cards away. State regulators
typically require permanent destruction or defacing of each card to
ensure none pops out of the sleeve of a card cheat one day.

As a result, card recycling is a Las Vegas cottage industry.

Baranowski said recyclers competed with one another for boxes of used
cards that have been drilled through by the casinos or have had their
corners clipped.

These entrepreneurs then hand-sort the cards back into complete
decks for secondary sales as Las Vegas souvenirs. The casino gets a
small cut or a percentage of the sorted decks for resale in their own
shops.

Gemaco's newest machine, with electronic innards devised by
Mechni Arts International Inc. of Shawnee, eliminates the middleman
and promises to cut labor costs to boot. It flips through six or

eight decks at a time "reading" and sorting the cards back into
complete decks before drilling or clipping.

To reach Rick Alm, call (816) 234-4785 or send e-mail to
ralm@kcstar.com.
@ART:Photo (uncaptioned)
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information or advice contained in the guide.
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DOWNTOWN LAS VEGAS

back, the Nugget simply swallowed up and built over Carson
Street for the length of an entire block, replacing the road
with the disappointing Carson Street Café coffeeshop.

A surprisingly inconspicuous case near the elevators for
the North Tower shows off the hotel’s collection of genuine
golden nuggets. Pride of place goes to the Hand of Faith
nugget, found in Australia in 1980 and said to be, at 61
pounds 11 ounces the largest “on public display” in the
world. At current prices, it's worth $252,672. Alongside are
several sizable Alaskan lumps, including one worn smooth
from being carried in the pocket of its owner as a good-
luck charm for 25 years. In that time, a full two ounces
were rubbed off.

BINION'S HORSESHOE

Map 4, F3. 128 E Fremont St. Hotel accommodation is reviewed
on p.143; restaurants include the Coffee Shop (p.173).

If the Golden Nugget represents downtown at its most pre-
tentious, then Binion’s Horseshoe goes to the other
extreme, resolutely promoting itself as the definitive down-
town gambling hall and nothing more. That ethos dates
back to its founder, Benny Binion, affectionately remem-
bered as one of the great Las Vegas characters. Benny’s

. record for violence was exceptional even by local standards:

an itinerant Texan horse trader with at least two killings to
his name, he ran the criminal underworld in Dallas during
the 1940s, before a bloody gang feud persuaded him to re-
locate to Las Vegas. Acquiring two faltering Fremont Street
casinos, he replaced them with the Horseshoe, which opened
as downtown’s first “carpet joint” in 1951.

Binion himself lost control of the casino when he was
jailed for tax evasion in the 1950s — he took advantage of
the interlude to learn to read and write — and never
regained his gaming license. However, his family bought it
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CHAPTER THREE

back in 1964, with Benny very much in charge behind the
scenes. By the time he died, on Christmas Day 1989, the
Horseshoe was the most profitable casino in Las Vegas. To
Benny, the explanation was simple: “We got a little joint
and a big bankroll, and all them others got a big joint and a
little bankroll” The Horseshoe had in 1988 taken over the
legendary Mint next door, simply bashing down the party
wall, and 1n the process finally acquired a significant num-
ber of hotel rooms.

Such was Benny’s single-minded focus on gambling
that he refused ro put on live music, saying “I'm not
going to let some S.O.B. blow my bankroll out the end of
a horn.” His greatest coup was to establish the Horseshoe
as the permanent home of the World Series of Poker
in the late 1970s. At that time, few casinos offered poker,
which was seen as having too much potential for fraud
and other trouble. Since then, the high profile of the
three-week tournament, which takes place in late April
and May each year, has encouraged others to follow suit
(though none as successfully), while cementing the
Horseshoe’s reputation as being, in their words, “where
real gamblers hang their hats.” It continues to operate the
highest limits of any casino in town, and possibly the
world; you can bet as much as you like, so long as you bet
it as your very first stake.

Once you get past the Horseshoe’s enormous neon sign, its
dim, smoky and intensely serious interior holds little appeal
to non-gamblers, though its downstairs coffeeshop ranks
among the best bargains in town, with a long-running $2
(sometimes $3) steak deal. As you approach it, you also get
the chance tc pose for (free) photos in front of a display
case containing a million dollars in banknotes. Incidentally,
the Binion name hit the headlines again in 1999, following
the alleged murder of Benny’s son Ted by a former girl-
friend.
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CHAPTER TEN

The very narrow house “edge” on baccarat explains why
the game is traditionally reserved for high-rollers; only the
top echelon of casinos offer it, usually in roped-off enclaves
where the minimum stake is at least $100. These days,
however, you may encounter the all-but-identical, if faster-
paced, game of “mini-baccarat” being played out on the
main casino flocr, for lower minimum stakes.

BINGO
It’s not easy to f.nd the good old-fashioned game of bingo
in Las Vegas, but what games there are tend to rank among
the city’s best deals. That's because, like a cheap buffet
restaurant, bingo is seen by lesser casinos as a great way to
lure in local customers. The game itself may not even run at
a profit; the idea is that with intervals of up to two hours
between sessions, bingo buffs will end up playing the slots
and other games. Only the Monte Carlo and the New
Frontier on the Strip, and Binion’s Horseshoe downtown,
bother to cffer bingo at all; the best places to play elsewhere
are Sam’s Town and the Gold Coast.

BLACKJACK

Blackjack is the most popular table game in Las Vegas.
The main reason is probably that many people are used to
playing similar card games at home, whether that be “21”
in North America or “pontoon” in Europe. In any case, it’s
easy to learn, and although you do have to play against the
casino, the dealer is forbidden to exercise any skill or judg-
ment, so there’s no danger of being outwitted or cheated.
Most tempting of all, not only are the odds relatively good
to start with, but there is also a mathematically “correct”
way to play blackjack, which may not guarantee success but
can cut the house advantage even lower.

Although blackjack is played with a conventional pack of
52 cards, divided into four suits, the suits play no part in the

GAMBLING

game. All that matters is the point value of each card. The
numbered cards, from 2 to 10, are counted at their face value;
Jacks, queens, and kings are worth ten points; and players can
choose to count aces as worth either one or eleven. Each
player attempts to assemble a hand whose total value adds up
as close as possible to, but not more than, 21; that value must
also be higher than, or equal to, the dealer’s own hand. Thus a
jack, a 3, and an 8 add up to 21, which is good;a9,24,and a
6 add up to 19, which is pretty good; and a king and two 7s
add up to 24, which is more than 21 and therefore bad. An
ace and a 4 counts as either 5 (the “soft” total) or 15 (the
“hard” total). Best of all is an ace and any card worth ten,
which adds up to 21, and is known as either 2 “natural” or a
“blackjack.” (In early versions of blackjack, an ace plus a black
Jack was considered especially good — hence the name — but
now a blackjack is any two-card combination that totals 21 )

In the most usual form of blackjack, each round begins
with each player placing the chips they wish to stake in
their own designated betting area. All are then dealt two
cards, face down, while the dealer receives one card face
down, and one face up. Look at your cards by raising the
edge, but don't pick them up. Starting with the player on
the dealer’s left, each player then plays his or her own hand
in its entirety. On your turn, you repeatedly choose
whether to “hit,” and be dealt another card face up -
which you signal by either scratching your fingers toward
you on the table or just saying “hit”” When you don’t want
to hit any more, which may well be immediately, signal that
you've decided to “stand” by pushing your cards, unex-
posed, beneath your stake money. If, after you “hit,” your
total exceeds 21, you're “bust,” and you must say so by
turning all your cards face up; the dealer will respond by
taking your cards and your stake.

Only once all the players have finished does the dealer turn
both his or her cards face up and play out his or her own
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hand. The dealer, however, has no discretion as to how to
proceed — the instructions are written on the table for all to
see. The dealer rrust hit if the total is 16 or lower, and stand
as soon it reaches 17 or higher, so he or she has to keep on
hitting even when his total of 16 would in theory beat all the
players. When the dealer’ final total is settled, all the players’
hands are revealed and the bets are paid off; you'll either get
your original stake back, plus the same amount again, if
you've beaten the dealer; lose your stake if you've been beat-
en; or simply keep it if you've tied. If the dealer has a “natur-
al,” that beats any total of 21 that uses three or more cards. If
on the other hand you're dealt a “natural,” you can immedi-
ately turn them over to announce this fact. The dealer will
then check his or her cards for a natural; if the dealer also has
one, it’s a tie (and tae hand is over for everyone else); other-
wise you're paid off at three-to-two odds.

Thete are three further possibilities. If you're dealt a “pair”
= two 3s, two aces, whatever — you can “split” them and play
two separate hands, doubling your original stake so that you
have the same bet cn each. You can also “double down,”
which means that if’ your original two cards are such that
being dealt ore, and only one, more card is likely to give you
3 winning total, you can double your stake and take that
chance. Both those st-ategies are sound in some circumstances
(see opposite for examples); the third, however, an option
called “insurance” which is too complicated to be worth
explaining here, is said by experts never to be a good bet.

The casinos’ built-in advantage at blackjack stems from the
fact that you have to play your own hand before the dealer
plays, and you forfeit vour stake for going “bust” whether or
not the dealer subsequently also goes bust. However, the lure
of the game for serious gamblers stems from the work of
computer expert Edwzrd Thorp, whose 1962 book Beat The
Dealer proved that by memorizing the cards as they are dealt,

——  skilled players can consistently beat the house. At first, Las

N
--

GAMBLING

Vegas casinos panicked, banning all “card counters”; then
they made things harder, by using several packs of cards at
once, and shuffling at random intervals. It soon transpired
that in any case hardly anyone can count cards accurately in
the noisy, stressful conditions of a modern casino, and most
gamblers went on losing at the same rate as ever.

Computer analysis has also shown that if you compare
your own cards with the dealer’s face-up card, there’s a
“correct” response to every permutation. Charts displaying
this “basic strategy,” which reduces the house advantage to a
mere one percent, are widely available in specialist gambling
books; some casinos even distribute them. In essence, if
your total is between 12 and 16, you should stand if the
dealer’s face-up card is between 2 and 6 (with a few excep-
tions, like if you have 12 and the dealer is showing a 2), and
hit if it isn’t; if your total is 17, stand (unless you're dealt an
ace and a 6); and always stand if your total is 18 or over. On
top of that, if you're total is 10 or 11, and the dealer has
from 2 to 9, you should “double down”; while if you're
dealt a pair of 8s, or a pair of aces, you should “split.”

The usual minimum stake for blackjack games on the
Strip is $5, although it tends to rise in the evening at the
larger casinos to $25. The Sahara, however, guarantees $1
tables 24 hours per day. Many casinos also offer gimmicky
blackjack variations such as “double exposure,” in which
the dealer’s hand is dealt face up, and Spanish 21, in which
all the 10s are removed from the pack. These feature a host
of other minor rule changes, detailed either on the table
itself or on leaflets. The odds aren’t necessarily any better or
worse than usual, but the optimum strategy will differ.

If you want to play single- or double-deck blackjack
for low minimum stakes you may be better off
heading downtown rather than to the Strip.
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their choice is then compared with the twenty drawn by the
casino. Even if you select twenty numbers, the probability of
five being correct is less than one in 300; of picking eight, is
one in 250,000; and of picking ten is one in ten million.
Compare those odds with the returns actually paid by the
casinos, and you’ll see why they’re on to such a good deal.

POKER
In its traditional form, poker is unique among Las Vegas card
games in that gamblers play against each other, not the house.
The casinos simply provide a room and a dealer, in return
either for a percentage on every hand, which varies from one
to ten percent, or, less usually, charging by the hour. Playing
poker against a bunch of total strangers is undeniably excit-
ing, but it’s not a risk to take lighdly. It might be melodramat-
ic to imagine that your opponents are cheats or crooks, but
they may well be professionals, and it's downright crazy to
assume they’re worse at the game than you are.The two most
widely played variations, both of which offer scope for end-
less rounds of betting, are Seven Card Stud, in which each
player is dealt two cards face down, four more face up, and
then a final one face down, and Texas Hold ’Em, in which
each player gets two face-down cards, and then five commu-
nal cards are dealt face up on the table. The object in both
games is to make the highest hand possible using five of the
seven cards, though often how you bet is more crucial than
the cards on on which you’re betting.

Casinos generally see traditional poker as a service for
guests who will also gamble on other games, though several
have begun to stage poker tournaments, along the lines of
the wildly successful World Series of Poker held in late
April each year at Binion’s Horseshoe downtown (see p.84 for
more information).

In addition, most casinos offer what are essentially
hybrids of poker and blackjack. These new games, played
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on blackjack-like tables, are designed to pit gamblers direct-
ly against the house — and thus seem less intimidating ~
while also maximizing the house advantage. The usual min-
imum bet on the Strip is $5, though you might find a $3
table.

In Caribbean Stud Poker, originally developed for
cruise ships, each player makes an ante bet, and is dealt five
cards face down, while the dealer gets four cards face down
and one face up You can now either “fold” — surrender
both hand and bet - or “call,” by adding another bet that's
double your original ante. Each hand is compared individu-
ally with the dealer’s. If you beat the dealer, you win your
ante bet a: even odds, while your call bet might win a
bonus of as much as a hundred to one, depending on how
high a hand you have. There’s an outrageous twist, howev-
er; if the dealer has an especially bad hand, of anything less
than an ace and a king, it’s said not to “qualify,” and call
bets are returned rather than paid off. Betting an additional
$1 per hand enters you for a progressive Jjackpot, payable on
royal flushes, that can reach over $100,000.

Let It Ride is an unorthodox variation in which you
make three separate but equal bets on the three cards you're
dealt, but can then withdraw one bet at a time as two fur-
ther communal cards are revealed. Youre not competing
against anyone else here, not even the dealer; bets are paid
off according to a chart that shows each winning hand and
the (severely under-valued) odds against it.

Pai Gow Poker — as distinct from the Chinese domino
game Pai Gow, which you may also encounter — is played
with an ordinary pack of cards plus a single joker, which
can count as either an ace or a “wild” card to complete a
flush or straight. Each player, including the dealer, receives
seven cards and has to divide them into one five-card hand
and one two-card hand. Although the two-card hand must
be worth less than the five-card one, both have to defeat both

GAMBLING

the dealer’s hands for you to win. If only one beats the
dealer, it’s a “push,” and bets are returned. The house levies
a five percent commission on winning bets.

ROULETTE
Roulette, a game of pure chance, revolves around guessing
which of the numbered compartments of a rotating wheel
will be the eventual resting place of a ball released by the
dealer. Players use the adjoining baize table to bet not only
on the precise number, but also on whether it is odd or
even, or “black” or “red,” or falls within various specified
ranges.

The oldest of the regular casino games, roulette was
introduced to the casinos of Paris in 1765 with official
police blessing, on the grounds that it was impossible to
cheat. That doesn’t mean, however, that your chances of
winning are especially good.

All roulette wheels hold the numbers 1 to 36, of which
half are colored red and half black, plus a green 0; almost all
the wheels in Las Vegas also feature a green 00. On this
“double-zero” layout, the wheel has 38 compartments, so
gamblers have a 1 in 38 chance of choosing the right num-
ber (it’s possible to bet on 0 or 00, although neither counts
as red or black, or odd or even). When there’s only one
zero, the true odds are 1 in 37, However, the odds for suc-
cessful bets are always the same, set as if there were no
zeroes at all. A correct number is paid off at 35 to 1, guess-
ing the correct pair of numbers pays 17 to 1, the correct
block of three pays 11 to 1, and so on.

Roulette means “little wheel” in French.
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SHIE

Jimmy Choo

Map 2, C1. Grand Canal Shoppes, The Venetian, 3355 Las Vegas
Bivd S ®733-1802.

Sun-Thurs 10am-11pm, Fri & Sat 10am-midnight.

The last word in elegant female footwear, brought to you by
the aptly named Malaysian designer who was a personal
favorite of Princess Diana.

Just For Feei

Map 2, B2. Forum Shops, Caesars Palace, 3500 Las Vegas Bivd S
©791-3482,

Wien-Thurs & Sun 10am-11pm, Fri & Sat 10am-midnight.
What’s said to be the world’s largest athletic shoe store, with
four thousand big-name styles, faces the living statues just
inside the Forum as you come in off the Strip. The prices
generally aren't bad, but you can get a reduction of twenty
percent or more merely for singing one song and gyrating like
a loon on top of the counter during one of their regular
karaoke sessions.

Nike Town

Map 2, B2. Forum Shops, Caesars Palace, 3500 Las Vegas Bivd S
©650-8888.

Mon-Thurs & Sun 10am-11pm, Fri & Sat 10am-midnight.

This gleaming, high-tech, two-story superstore, behind
Atlantis at the far end of the Forum, is as much museum as
shoe store, but if there’s even a hint of foot fetishism in

your make up you won't be able to resist its adoration

of the sports shoe. Each section is devoted to a specific

sport.

S8HOPPING

GIFTS AND SOUVENIRS

Ancient Creations

Map 2, C1. Grand Canal Shoppes, The Venetian, 3355 Las Vegas
Blvd S ©414-3701.

Sun-Thurs 10am-11pm, Fri & Sat 1 Oam-midnight.

An antiques store with a fascinating difference; these are real
antiques, dating back in some cases thousands of years. The
exact stock varies of course, but can include Roman water jars
priced at $18,500, Greek statuettes for $2400, or a 1611 edi-
tion of the King James Bible at $99,000. Individual coins from
the Classical world can cost as little as $25. Ancient Creations
has another branch in the Appian Way Shops in Caesars Palace.

Bonanza Gift Shop

Map 3, F4. 2460 Las Vegas Bivd S ©385-7359.

Daily 8am-midnight.

Located at a busy intersection, across from the Sahara and a few
blocks south of the Stratosphere, the self-proclaimed “World’s
Largest Gift Store” is not all that big really, but it's the best sin-
gle outlet for all those tacky souvenirs you'd hope to find in Las
Vegas. Beyond the predictable array of used playing cards from
all the casinos (costing $1), gaming boards, fuzzy dice,
whoopee cushions, fart candy, postcards, and male and female
nudie ballpoint pens, you'll find a more surreal world of Las
Vegas snowstorms, Elvis clocks, and inflatable aliens, plus every
permutation thereof — like alien Elvises trapped in snowstorms.

Gamblers General Store

Map 4, D5. 800 S Main St ©@382-9903 or 1-800/322-2447.

Daiiy Sam-5pm.

For a truly authentic Las Vegas souvenir, you can't do better
than the Gamblers General Store a few blocks south of
downtown. As well as selling old slot machines for $999 - be
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sure to check the list of states where it’s illegal to possess one
even in your own home ~ and full-sized craps table for
$4000, they have felt mats with roulette, blackjack, and craps
layouts for $40, and packs of cards from all the casinos for
99¢. There’s also a large library of books on gambling, detail-
ing techniques for blackjack, craps, horses, and even slots,
though paying $20 for a photocopied pamphlet explaining
why you’ll rever win has to be a waste of money even by Las
Vegas standards.

Albion Bock Company

Map 1, ES. 2466 E Desert Inn Rd ®792-9554.

Daily 10am-8pra.

The valley’s best stock of secondhand books, including large
sections on Las Vegas and the West, plus a big collection of
used audio books at bargain prices ~ handy if you're setting off
on a road trip.

Barnes & Noble

Map 1, B3, 2191 N Rainbow Bivd ©631-2216.

Daily San-11prmr.

This chain outlet is several miles west of downtown, just
beyond the poirt where US-95 veers north, but has a copious
selection of new books on every subject, plus a roomy café
that’s ideal for a light lunch. Also, and equally inconvenienly,
at 567 Stephanie St in Henderson.

Bookstar

Map 1, D5. 3910 S Maryland Pkwy ©732-7882.

Daily 9am-11pm.

The largest bookstore serving the University District, a couple
of miles east of the Strip.

SHOPPING

borders

Map 1, C4. 2323 S Decatur Bivd ©258-0999.

loern=sot S i, Sur Sam-9pm.

An excellent range of new books and magazines, a couple of
miles west of the Strip along Sahara Ave. Other branches at
2190 N Rainbow Blvd (across from Barnes & Noble) and 1445
W Sunset Rd in Henderson (near Sunset Station).

Music

Gewver kecords g1 WOW

Map 1, C4. 4580 W Sahara Ave ©364-2500.

Le vils - rudhnight

Two miles west of the Strip and a couple of blocks east of
Borders, Tower boasts a good collection of new CDs — with a
better chance of finding a bargain than at Virgin ~ and forms
part of a larger complex that also sells videos and musical
equipment,

Virgin Meuesiore

Map 2, B2. Forum Shops, Caesars Palace, 3500 Las Vegas Bivd S
©696-7100.

Wer-Thes & Sun 10am-11 pm, Fri & Sat 10am-midnight.

One of the Forum’s few multistory stores, the only music store
on the Strip stocks the broadest selection of new CDs in town,
and also has a small but very hip book section.

ELEGTRONIC EQUIPMENT AND CAMERAS

The Geod Guys

Map 1, C4. 4580 W Sahara Ave at Decatur ®364-2500.

Deily 8arn-midnight.

The best source in Las Vegas for electronic good of all kinds,

>
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Hunter S Thornpson, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (Random
House, US; Paladin, UK). Classic account of the drug-propelied
“gonzo” journalist’s lost weekend in early 1970s Las Vegas.
What's really striking is how much further over the top the place
has gone since then.

Mike Tronnes (ed), Literary Las Vegas (Henry Holt, US; Mainstream
Publishing, UK). Superb collection of book extracts and magazine
articles, which provides the full flavor of the changing city over
the last fifty years.

Top twelve Las Vegas movies

e

A BARS AND CLUBS .
Las Vegas has becorre, with its glittering new signs and casi- —— Basebal.........
i asingly popular setting for films; below are a A Mon Ami Gabi Beach, The
nes, an increasingly pop 9 's; below ar ACCOMMODATION ... Bellaglo ......
dozen that use the city to best - or most ludicrous - advan- Accommodation price codes ........132 Accommodation
tage. Not included are films such as Rain Man (1988) and Accommodation reservations 20 oo
) . . . and Web sites ..... Betlagio Gallery of Fine Art ..
Swingers (1996), in which a few key scenes take place amid all Adelson. Sheldon The Buffet ...
the neon glory. Airlines !59 Cirque ...
Aladdin, The Olives .....
Bugsy (1991) The Las Vegas Story (1952) Alan Bible Visitor Center 120 Picasso .
Casino (1995) Leaving Las Vegas (1995) All-Ster Cafe .34 Via Beliaglo .
AMEBMCE ..oovcvicecrccnnrecnenirerernnaenns 158 Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art ...
&® Diamonds Are Forever (1960) Mars Attacks (1996) Amtrak 6 | Belz Factory World
-— L Andre’s ... Big Sh
= Fear and Loathing in Oceans 11 (1960) Aqua ... B}g gixm
= Las Vegas (1997) Areacode ... Bingo
en . ATMs Binion, BENNY ......coeviviiieecrerineneens
E Honeymoon In Vegas (1993) Showgirls (1995) Atomic bombs . Binion's H o
= Indecent Proposal (1993 Viva Las Vegas (1964 Attic, The Accommodation
e posal ) gas ( ) Auto Collection ... Coffee Shop .....
- B Blackjack
- BOombD testS ..t
= Books
= Baccarat ......ooicnievececniniennenn, 00
— Bally's Bookstorels .
= Accommodation Boulder City ..
o Bally's Big Kitchen Buffet Boulder Station ..
=) Banks .ocooveeveeenrennns Boulevard Mall ..
= Barbary Coast, The Bowling
— Accommodation Boxing
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